
A Schematic Overview of the Diagnostic Cycle 
 
 
 
 
                                                       Patient consults physician 
                                                       with  signs/symptoms  of  
                                                        infectious disease. 
            
Physician examines patient                                                                      Physician  interprets  
and    makes   a    tentative                                                                       reports and institutes 
clinical diagnosis.                                                                                     appropriate therapy. 
 
 
 
Appropriate specimen(s) is/are                                                                 Final culture report is  prepared 
collected   for  culture.  All are                                                                 and    sent   to   the   physician’s  
properly labeled.                                                                                       office, clinic or hospital. 
 
  
 
 
  
Laboratory request form and                                   Preliminary reports       Subcultures  are  examined,       
specimen  are  transported to                                   may or may not be       and results of identification  
to the laboratory.                                                      issued                        systems are examined. 
 
 
 
Upon receipt by the laboratory,                                                                 After incubation, cultures  
data from  the  request  form is                                                                  are  examined.  Definitive 
entered into  a computer file or                                                                  identification  systems are 
log book.                                                                                                     set up. 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                    Specimens  are  processed.   
                                                                                                                    Culture media are selected, 
                                                                                                                     inoculated and incubated. 
Specimen  is  directly  examined.             Presumptive reports may 
Microscopic mounts, smears and              or may not be issued 
stains may or may not be set up. 
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